146 REFORM AND THE LATERAN COUNCIL OF 1215
Such councils as those of 1226 were held at intervals
throughout the reign of Henry III. There are, however,
two other kinds of ecclesiastical gatherings which feature
prominently in the pages of thirteenth-century historians.
The first were the legatine councils, such as those held by
Otto in 12373 1238, 1239, and 1240, by Rostand in 1255,
by Leonard and Bernard in 1263, and by Ottobono in
1267 and 1268; but these definitely were not provincial
synods. Secondly, there were the famous councils held
under Archbishop Boniface in 1257 at London, 1258 at
Merton, and 1261 at Lambeth, whose purpose was defi-
nitely and avowedly the reformation of the Church. The
very interest which these councils aroused, however, tends
to the conclusion that annual provincial synods had not
been held regularly, even if it is admitted that the parti-
cular reformation suggested by the archbishop was in rela-
tion to secular interference and therefore of wide popular
appeal. In the Annals of Burton mention is made,1 when
speaking of the convocation of 1257, of ultima convocatio^
but not as a convocation for discussing the reformation of
the Church but as meeting for the purpose of making a
grant to the king. Both in the mandates sent by the arch-
bishop to summon the convocation of 1257* and in the
reference of the chronicler, the council and the reason for
its being summoned appear to be exceptional.
There appears, therefore, as Dr. Armitage Robinson
points out, to be no clear-cut distinctions between the
various sorts of ecclesiastical gatherings. The idea of
having a convocation of the leading officials and prelates of
each diocese in the province is only very slowly developing.
These ecclesiastical gatherings varied in composition from
bishops only, without even the archbishop (e.g. a meeting
at Dunstable, 1251), to archbishops, bishops, non-exempt
abbots, priors, deans of cathedral and prebendal churches,
archdeacons, proctors from chapters of cathedrals, pre-
bendal churches, and of monasteries and other religious
houses (e.g. London, May 1226). There was not even a
very clear-cut division between ecclesiastical councils and
the great councils of the king at which both ecclesiastics
1 Ann, Mon. (Burton) i. 404.                     2 Ibid.